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Post-election Ministerial Update 
Ministers of note for SBC on 3 June 2021
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Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary 
for Covid Recovery
John Swinney MSP
DFM Responsibilities:
• government strategy
• inter-government relations
• delivery and outcomes across portfolios
• resilience
• public service reform
• cross-government coordination on UN treaty 
incorporation
• government statistics
• office of the Chief Researcher
• Local Government Boundary Commission
• National Performance Framework
• historical abuse inquiry
• local governance review and democratic 
renewal
• Efficient Government
• cross-government delivery of ‘The Promise’ to 
Care Experienced Young People

Cabinet Secretary Responsibilities:
• Cross government coordination of Covid 
Recovery policies
• Cross government co-ordination on 
COVID-19 recovery & COVID-19 strategic 
reviews
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Cabinet Secretary for Finance & the 
Economy
Kate Forbes MSP
Responsibilities:
• Scottish budget, budgetary monitoring and 
reporting
• Fiscal policy and taxation
• Exchequer & the public finances
• Economic Strategy
• National Strategy for Economic 
Transformation and Council for Economic 
Transformation
• Wellbeing economy
• Enterprise Agencies
• Employment policy
• 4 day working week
• Just Transition (with CS Net Zero) 
• Scottish National Investment Bank
• Scottish Futures Trust (SFT)

• Trade and inward investment
• Office of the Chief Economic Adviser
• City and Regional Growth Deals
• Scottish Fiscal Commission
• Enterprise, Innovation and increasing 
productivity
• Government investments (Prestwick, 
Fergusons, BiFab)
• Digital Economy, Strategy, Participation 
and Connectivity (inc, 100% broadband
and Connecting Scotland)

• Revenue Scotland
• Green Jobs Fund
• Women’s Business Centre
• Rural Entrepreneur Fund
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Minister for Business, Trade, Tourism 
& Enterprise
Ivan McKee MSP
Responsibilities:
• Business, industry and manufacturing
• Retail Strategy
• Tourism and hospitality
• Life sciences
• International trade and export policy
• Scottish Green Ports
• Economy national challenge 
competition
• Bankruptcy and Accountant in 
Bankruptcy
• Regional economic forums

• Social entrepreneurship and 
employee-owned businesses
• Financial services and Fintech

Supporting the Cabinet Secretary for Finance & the Economy
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Minister for Just Transition, 
Employment and Fair Work 
Richard Lochhead MSP
Responsibilities:
• Just Transition planning and delivery, 
including the work of the Just Transition 
Commission
• Co-ordination of Sectoral Just Transition 
plans and monitoring framework
• Long-term Labour market strategy, the 
living wage
• Fair Work
• PACE
• Employability programmes
• Women's employment
• Cities Investment and Strategy
• Green Growth Accelerator

• Inclusive growth
• Trade unions
• Green Skills/Jobs for the future
• Low Carbon Economy

Supporting the Cabinet Secretary for Finance & the Economy
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Minister for Public Finance, Planning 
and Community Wealth 
Tom Arthur MSP
Responsibilities:
• Planning
• Community Wealth Building
• Town Centre Regeneration including business improvement districts
• community empowerment, community planning,
• Consumer Protection - Consumer Scotland Policy & Advice
• Public bodies policy
• Public sector pay
• Public sector pensions
• Scottish Public Pensions Agency
• Procurement Shared Services
• Government procurement

Supporting the Cabinet Secretary for Finance & the Economy
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Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and 
Islands
Mairi Gougeon MSP
Responsibilities:
• Cross government co-ordination on islands
• Islands Bond
• Carbon Neutral Islands
• Food and drink supply chain
• Scottish Food Agency
• Agriculture
• Fisheries and aquaculture
• Animal welfare
• Crofting
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Minister for Environment, Biodiversity 
and Land Reform 
Mairi McAllan MSP
Responsibilities:
• Land Reform & Land Use
• Royal Botanic Garden
• Environmental Quality
• Natural Resources, Peatland and Flooding
• Scottish Land Commission
• Hydro Nation
• Drinking Water Quality Regulator
• Private Water
• Forestry & Woodlands
• Forestry and Land Scotland

• Scottish Forestry
• EU Support and Related Services
• Forest Research (Cross Border Services)
• Environmental and climate justice
• Crown Estate Scotland
• Marine planning
• National Parks and natural heritage
• Plant Health
• GM

Supporting the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and Islands
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Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero, Energy and 
Transport
Michael Matheson MSP
Responsibilities:
• Cross government co-ordination of Net Zero policy
• Climate crisis and environmental protection
• COP26 delivery
• Biodiversity
• Sustainable development
• Circular Economy, including implementation of the 
Deposit Return Scheme
• Cross government co-ordination of Infrastructure 
(policy, investment, & Commission)
• Cross government delivery of 20 minute 
neighbourhoods
• Renewable energy industries
• Energy and energy consents 
• Energy efficiency

• National public energy agency
• Heating and Domestic Energy 
transformation
• Heat networks
• Fuel Poverty
• Physical and marine environment
• Flood prevention & coastal erosion
• Scottish Environmental Protection
Agency
• NatureScot
• Zero Waste Scotland
• Water quality and Scottish Water
• Strategic Transport Projects Review
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Minister for Transport
Graeme Dey MSP
Responsibilities:
• Public transport
• Decarbonising public transport
• Active travel
• Ferry Services – inc. CMAL
• Low carbon transport and 
infrastructure
• Roads and road safety
• Motorways and Trunk Roads
• Future Transport Funds
• Transport Information
• Scottish Canals
• Freight Industry

• Islands Connectivity Plan
• Maritime Policy including ports and canals
• Aviation & Air Services (including HIAL)
• Forth & Tay Bridge Authorities
• Transport & Travel strategy
• Rail Services
• Concessionary Fares and Bus Services

Supporting the Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero, Energy and Transport
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Supporting the Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero, Energy and Transport

Minister for Business, Trade, 
Tourism & Enterprise

Ivan McKee MSP
Responsibilities:
• Business, industry and manufacturing
• Retail Strategy
• Tourism and hospitality
• Life sciences
• International trade and export policy
• Scottish Green Ports
• Economy national challenge competition
• Bankruptcy and Accountant in Bankruptcy
• Regional economic forums
• Social entrepreneurship and employee-owned businesses
• Financial services and Fintech

Minister for Environment, 
Biodiversity and Land Reform 
Mairi McAllan MSP
Responsibilities:
• Land Reform & Land Use
• Royal Botanic Garden
• Environmental Quality
• Natural Resources, Peatland and Flooding
• Scottish Land Commission
• Hydro Nation
• Drinking Water Quality Regulator
• Private Water
• Forestry & Woodlands
• Forestry and Land Scotland
• Scottish Forestry
• EU Support and Related Services
• Forest Research (Cross Border Services)
• Environmental and climate justice
• Crown Estate Scotland
• Marine planning
• National Parks and natural heritage
• Plant Health
• GM
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Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills
Shirley-Anne Somerville MSP
Responsibilities:
• COVID-19 Education and Development 
recovery
• School standards, quality and 
improvement
• School infrastructure and staffing
• Attainment, and closing the attainment 
gap
• Reform of the curriculum
• National Improvement Framework
• Teaching profession
• Removing barriers to education and 
supporting digital inclusion
• Behaviour and measures to combat 
bullying
• Protection of vulnerable groups

• Education Scotland (ES)
• School Learning & Support
• Education Analytical Services
• Education Strategy & Performance
• Additional Support for Learning
• Lifelong Learning
• Cross Government support for learning
disabilities, Autism & Neurodiversity

• Learning difficulties
• National Digital Academy
• Scotland's languages, include Gaelic,
Scots, & BSL



www.IBioIC.com

Minister for HE & FE, Youth Employment and 
Training 
Jamie Hepburn MSP
Responsibilities:
• Young Person’s Guarantee
• Apprenticeships
• Non-advanced vocational skills
• Youth Employment
• Further education and colleges
• Higher education and universities
• Science and STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics)
• Youth work
• Widening access

• Community learning and development 
(CLD)
• Student Support
• Scottish Funding Council
• Qualifications & Accreditation
• Scientific Engagement and Advice
• Creating Positive Futures
• Skills Development Scotland
• International Education Strategy and a 
Scottish programme of exchange

Supporting the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills


